
Updates from the Transition Team – Meeting from September 7, 2017 

Members of the Team:  Sue Bates – St. Agnes 

Denise Emery – St. Agnes 

Anne Foster – St. Joseph 

Carmen Gagnier – St. Ursula 

Irek Gorzelak – Our Lady of Victory 

Doug Gutteridge – Blessed Sacrament 

Sue McMath – St. Joseph 

Tad Wolanski – Our Lady of Victory 

Father Jim Higgins 

Father Bogdan Molenda 

Father Don Pumputis 

 

The Opening Prayer (A Prayer for Unity) was shared.  The Prayer Cards will be in the pews to be 

recited after Communion at the Masses on the weekends. This will encourage all of us to say this prayer 

asking for God’s guidance in this time of transition. 

 

Father Jim shared that the Team is to bring about an understanding among the five parishes and 

honour traditions, languages and history.  Every parish will remain a parish but we are beginning to 

journey as a blended family.  We need to honour the past and move into the future.  We need to see 

this time as a beginning together.  We will have translations of the Unity Prayer printed in Polish, Italian, 

Portuguese and Spanish (to honour the migrant workers).  We will along the way have our share of 

successes and failures.  It is important for each parish to note that we are not in competition with one 

another.  The members of this Team should never leave a meeting without joy, humour and enthusiasm.  

The members of this Team are encouraged to share what comes from this meeting.   

 

There will be only 30 Family of Parishes in the London Diocese and not every priest in the 

Diocese will be a pastor.  There is a need to address how our parish liturgies can become more vibrant.  

We want everyone to benefit and that our ministries will be a way to include all. 

 

There will be town hall meetings where there will be an invitation extended to everyone to 

come.  People will hear what is being proposed at that time and they can share their ideas. 

 

The Team’s next meeting will be on Thursday, September 28
th

, at 7:30 pm. at St. Agnes.  Their 

homework was: 

• Look over the Pastoral Plan of the parishes 

• Go over the goals that the parishes had from the Pastoral Plan 

• Envision what the Family of Parishes will look like.  Reflect on how we presently 

measure up and in what ways we don’t measure up.  How things unfold will depend on 

the work of this Team 

 

There is one Team member that still needs to come on board for St. Ursula Parish.  Stay tuned. 

 

 

 


