
Thirtieth Sunday in the Ordinary Time Year A                 October 25, 2020 

 

The first reading from the book of Exodus 22:21-27 is from the section of Exodus called 

the Book of the Covenant or the Covenant Code, a collection of laws that govern Israel. 

In this passage, God lays down some laws on how immigrants and the less privileged of 

the society are to be treated, with particular reference to widows and orphans. The first 

reason is that the Chosen people experienced what it means to be immigrants and what it 

means to be oppressed in a foreign land when they were in Egypt. The second reason is 

that being the Chosen people of a compassionate God, they ought to be compassionate 

with their fellow human beings. 

 

The second reading is from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 1:5c-10. Paul is 

very happy with the Thessalonians because they accepted the gospel message with such 

enthusiasm and conviction that they are not only example to those around them but to 

believers everywhere. 

 

The gospel is from Matthew 22:34-40. When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced 

the Sadducees, they gathered together and one of them, a lawyer, asked a question to test 

Jesus. He asked, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 

(Matthew 22:36). This question is not an easy one, when you consider that from the Ten 

Commandments, the Pharisees multiplied and got a total of about 613 commandments. 

But Jesus answered, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 

all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment.’ “And the second is like 

it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). In answering that question, Jesus 

tailors together two existing commandments: one found in Deuteronomy 6:5 and the 

other in Leviticus 19:18. Jesus makes it clear that love of God and love of neighbour put 

together is the fulfilment of all laws. 

 

Jesus sees the love of God and the love of one’s neighbour as inseparable as the two sides 

of the coin. There are several passages in the scriptures that tell us that to love our 

neighbour is to love God at the same time. We remember the story of the Last Judgement 

where God says, “Just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:31-46). We recall the place that Jesus talks about 

bringing our offering to the altar and remembering that your brother or sister has 

something against you […]” (Matthew 5:23-24). Remember the story of the conversion 

of Paul (Acts 9:3-9). In the first letter of John we read: “Those who say, ‘I love God,’ 

and hate their brothers or sisters whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 

have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 

must love their brothers and sisters also” (1 John 4:20-21). So, God is interested in 



what we do to our fellow human beings because whatever we do to others, we do to God. 

He is particularly interested in what we do to the less privileged of our world. 

 

In the first reading of today’s liturgy, God lets us understand that the resident aliens, the 

widows and the orphans have a special place in his heart. He demands compassionate 

treatment for these categories of people. God is compassionate and would like us, his 

children, to be compassionate to others especially towards the less fortunate in our 

society. The readings challenge us as individuals, as families and communities. They also 

have a message for governments because God demands compassionate treatment for 

immigrants, including illegal immigrants. 

 

In my reflections, I would like to ask the following questions: 

1. What is my attitude towards the poor and the marginalised? 

2. Am I convinced that God, who has created men and women in his image and likeness is 

present in everyone? 

3. Am I as compassionate as God would want me to be? 

 

Let us pray to see God present in our neighbours and treat them with dignity and respect. 

Let us pray for migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers, that the spirit of God may touch 

the hearts of those who meet them and handle their claims. We pray to realize that we can 

only love God by loving our neighbour. 

 

 

 

 

 


