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At a time when we are facing a global health crisis due the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic 

that has put our world into a lockdown, injecting fear and anxiety into us and shaking the very 

foundation of our world, we have on this fifth Sunday of Lent (Year A), readings that are 

speaking about dying and resurrection to the newness of life made possible by God only. This is 

a beautiful coincidence and ought to remain a source of hope for all of us. The first reading 

(Ezekiel37:12-14) is about the vision of Ezekiel and the dry bones which was a promise of God 

to restore the people of Israel, who during their captivity in Babylon could be likened to dry 

bones in the grave. The Gospel (John 11:1-45) is the story of how Jesus raised his friend Lazarus 

from death after he had been dead for four days. Popular Jewish belief held that after death, the 

soul remained in the vicinity of the body for three days after which it never comes back. 

 

The death of Lazarus dealt a terrible blow to his family, especially to his sisters, Martha and 

Mary. A united family was split by an unfortunate fate. They were left to grieve the loss of a 

loved one. They had the anxiety of a future without a bread winner in the family. Their faith in 

their friend, Jesus, was questioned because of his inability to be present at the time they needed 

him most. They had sent a message to him that Lazarus was seriously ill but Jesus delayed in 

coming. Yet, it was the same Jesus who raised the daughter of Jarius, a Gentile, from the dead 

(Luke 8:41-42, 49-56), and he raised the only son of the widow of Nain from the dead (Luke 

7:11-17). So, this ushered in a period of great confusion into the lives of Mary and Martha. 

Through the death of Lazarus, Mary and Martha experienced a period of darkness in their lives - 

a darkness that can only compare to the darkness of the grave or tomb. Everything in their life 

became dry and insipid. One could rightly say that they suffered a similar depression like the one 

the Israelites suffered when they were in exile. 

 

Martha and Mary, who were friends of Jesus, represent all of us who are equally loved by Jesus 

Christ, yet experience disappointments and confusion. Some of us suffer pain through 

unsuccessful relationships, separation, divorce and even death. Some suffer disappointments at 

the hands of friends, children, parents and other relatives. The hurt that comes from any of these 

experiences shatters all our hopes and aspirations. We run short of physical and mental energy. 

Life becomes as dry as the dry bones in the valley of Ezekiel’s vision, as we read in the first 

reading of today. We feel abandoned by the God who loves us. We experience the darkness of 

the tomb. We are crippled and depressed. This could be the experience of many in our world 

today, especially as COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic continues to sweep across the world. 

Many people are praying and crying for divine intervention to bring an end to this pandemic. It 

seems that our prayers are not heard or that God has abandoned us.  

 

The worst of these experiences is when we find ourselves tied hands and feet in a cave, in the 

grave or tomb of sin. The same Jesus who raised Lazarus from the dead invites each of us daily: 

“Come out” from the tomb of sin. Each day Jesus invites us to live a new way of life. Each day 

he commands us to unbind others from the wrappings of sin so that they can live free. Jesus 

invites us to conquer death by conquering sin. Unfortunately, while Jesus calls us to come out 

from the deep pit of sin, we may have a boulder or stone of fear blocking the entrance for the 

Spirit of God. 

 



The season of Lent is the time Jesus, through his Church, wants us to come out from our tombs 

of sin, our valleys of despair, so as to avoid decomposition in the grave of iniquity and 

imperviousness.  

 

Today, as we pray in the presence of Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the life, and who 

wants us to come out of our tombs of imperfections, I would like to ask the following questions 

in my reflections: 

1. What efforts am I making to come out from my tomb of sins, imperfections and 

unhelpful attitudes and addictions? 

2. Have I made any significant progress in my spiritual life since the beginning of Lent? 

3. Do I cooperate with the miraculous God when I find myself in the valley of 

hopelessness and in the tomb of spiritual decay by daily professing my faith in Jesus 

Christ, especially through the life I lead? 

4. Am I prepared to roll away the stone of hatred and unbind those who have hurt me in 

the past by forgiving them and letting them go free? 

 

Let us pray that Jesus Christ who raised his friend Lazarus from the dead will also help us, who 

are equally his friends, his brothers and sisters, to rise from the valleys of our faults, the tombs of 

our sins into a new state of freedom, of holiness and life. We pray that with the same kind of 

command he uttered for Lazarus to come out of the tomb, he will command this invisible and 

mysterious angel of destruction called COVID-19 to come to an end. 

 


