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Greetings, brothers and sisters! 

 Let me start off by saying: I miss you!  This time of social distancing and 

closed churches is certainly a challenge (that’s an understatement!) for all of us, 

priests included.  Be assured that the whole pastoral team of our family of 

parishes is praying for all of you during this time – that includes Fr. Jim, Fr. Jude 

and I celebrating daily private Masses for your intentions and those of the whole 

world. 

 

 I write this reflection on Friday afternoon, soon after having finished 

watching an online stream of Pope Francis’ special prayer service and Urbi et Orbi 

blessing at the Vatican. Maybe you saw it, too?  I wasn’t sure what to expect but I 

have to say that there were many moments that really moved me.  As I watched 

the Holy Father limping up the steps to the stage set up in an empty St. Peter’s 

Square and then reading the opening prayer while it seemed like he was trying to 

catch his breath, I could only think to myself: I need to double down my prayers 

for him at a time like this! 

 

 As the chosen Scripture reading for the prayer service, we heard the 

account from the Gospel of Mark of the disciples in the boat with the sleeping 

Jesus during a storm.  Perhaps Pope Francis these days feels like St. Peter, the first 

pope, did at that moment: Lord, do you not see what is happening around us?  

Why are you letting us perish like this?  Maybe we’re having similar wonderings 

about God’s seeming inactivity during this COVID-19 pandemic time? 

 

 In this weekend’s Gospel, those around Jesus might ask similar questions.  

When Jesus and His disciples are first informed of Lazarus’ illness, He stayed 



where He was for two more days before setting out to see Lazarus and his sisters.  

Why the delay, Jesus?  And, when He finally approaches their home, Martha 

comes and the first thing she says to Him is: “Lord, if You had been here, my 

brother would not have died.”  Why the absence, Jesus? 

 

 Of course, it’s not the case that God wasn’t “at work” when Jesus was 

sleeping in the boat.  As Jesus tells us in the Gospel of John: “My Father is still 

working, and I also am working.” (5:17)  It’s not the case that Jesus meant Lazarus 

and his sisters harm by coming later when He did.  Everything that Jesus says and 

does is for our ultimate good and salvation!  As Pope Francis reminded us during 

the prayer service, this pandemic is not a judgment of God against humanity – 

instead, it is a time for us to judge what is truly important and to change our lives 

to be more in line with what is truly important. 

 

 St. Paul reminds us of something very important in this weekend’s second 

reading.  He says that, if we truly belong to Jesus, then we have His Spirit dwelling 

within us.  “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

Him.”  (Romans 8:9)  And where the Spirit of God dwells, there God can bring 

resurrection and new life, just as He did by raising Jesus from the dead. 

 

 When this COVID-19 pandemic finally subsides and, hopefully, disappears 

(Lord, may it be soon!), we might ask God: Where were You? Why were You 

sleeping and allowing us to perish like that?  If You were here, all these people 

would not have fallen sick and died!  But, if St. Paul is right, we would have to turn 

those questions to ourselves, as well: What did I, as one who belongs to Christ, as 

one who has His Spirit dwelling within me, do during this time?  What did I allow 

God’s Spirit to do through me?  God is looking for cooperators, not just a passive 

audience to stand back and watch His wonders.  He can certainly calm the storms 

of life and raise the dead but He’s also looking for us to help keep the boats afloat 

and to help roll away the heavy stones for others. 


