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Today should be the seventh Sunday of Easter, but we are celebrating the Solemnity of the 

Ascension of the Lord. In the first reading taken from Acts 1:1-11, we learn that the Ascension 

of the Lord took place forty days after his resurrection. Forty days after Easter each year falls on 

the Thursday of the sixth week of Easter. Going by that, we should have celebrated Ascension 

last Thursday, and it was celebrated on that day in many parts of the Catholic world. However, 

Canada is one of the countries where it is observed on the seventh Sunday of Easter, the Sunday 

before Pentecost Sunday. Remember that in the past, the Solemnity of Ascension was known as 

Ascension Thursday, and it was a holyday of obligation. Some still stick to that name, 

especially in some of the places where they celebrate the Ascension on the Thursday of the sixth 

week of Easter. 

 

In addition to the feast of the Ascension of the Lord, this weekend we observe two other events: 

(1) World Communications Day. This was established by Pope Paul VI in 1967 as an annual 

celebration to enable us to reflect on how we use the modern means of social communications to 

spread the Gospel message. (2) World Day of Prayer for the Church in China. This was 

established by Pope Benedict XVI in May 2007. He chose that day because it is a traditional 

Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians, venerated at the Shrine of Sheshan in Shanghai. It is 

common knowledge that the Christians in China face constant persecution.  

 

With the Solemnity of Ascension we are celebrating today the fact that after his earthly ministry, 

death and resurrection, Jesus appeared in the presence of his disciples, addressed them and was 

taken up into heaven where he sits at the right hand of God. He ascended into heaven after 

accomplishing his mission of spreading the Good News. His Ascension was not necessarily his 

removal from this earth or a day he abandoned his disciples. No. The Ascension marked his 

liberation from all restrictions of time and space. During his earthly ministry, he could only be in 

one place at a time. But with the Ascension, he has gone back home and he is united with God 

the Father, consequently he is where God the Father is; and that is everywhere. While he walked 

the earth, he preached the Good News to only a geographical location that benefited a group of 

people (the Chosen people), but with his Ascension the Gospel is to spread to the whole world. 

 

The message of Jesus to his disciples at the Ascension is very clear. In the first reading, he tells 

his disciples that they will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them. With the power 

from the Holy Spirit, they will be his witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth. In the Gospel, Jesus solemnly declared that all authority in heaven and earth 

has been given to him. He gave the missionary mandate to his disciples to make other disciples 

in all the earth from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. They are to baptize people in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching people everything that he has 

commanded them. This is how we got the Trinitarian formula for baptism. 

 

The most important thing about the feast of Ascension of the Lord is the initiative that Jesus 

Christ took to hand over the baton of his earthly ministry to his apostles and disciples. He 

commissioned them to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 

of the earth. This missionary mandate to the apostles and disciples is a mandate to his entire 

Church, to all of us. 



 

If Jesus asked his apostles and disciples to be his witnesses, it then means that he is asking each 

of us to be his witness. Each of us has a particular and vital role to play in the mission Jesus has 

entrusted to his Church. How can we fulfil this role; in other words, how can we bear witness? 

We do not need to mount the pulpit to sound preachy in order to bear witness. We can 

accomplish a lot through our exemplary lives. Technology also equips us with more than enough 

ways to spread the Good News. What do we do with the numerous social media outlet today? Do 

we use them to impact people positively or negatively? In his address on this World 

Communications Day, the Holy Father speaks about the whole question of storytelling. In 

number two of that address, he says that “not all stories are good stories.” In the same vein, I 

would add that not every use of social media is noble and enhances the spread of the message of 

Jesus. As we celebrate World Communications Day, we should endeavor to see how we can use 

the news media or social media available to us to spread the Gospel message to all the earth. 

 

To guide my reflections, I would like to ask the following questions: 

1. Do I realise that through baptism Jesus has commissioned us to spread the Gospel?  

2. Do I bear witness to Jesus Christ always and everywhere? 

3. Do I use social media at my disposal to spread the Good News? 

4. Do I remember to pray for Christians that are persecuted in the world today? 

 

Let us give thanks to Jesus who has chosen us to bear witness to him in this world and has 

promised to be with us always to the end of the age. Let us pray that we may have renewed zeal 

in using everything available to us to spread the Gospel message. We pray that Christians who 

are suffering in China and other places in the world may feel the ever-loving presence of Jesus in 

their lives and finally enjoy the freedom of worship without any hindrance. 


