
Protocols, Process and Procedures for Baptisms during COVID 19 ~ Parent copy 

(These will be amended as changes and restriction are changed by our Diocese, Health 

and Government Officials.)  

(Published August 11, 2020) 

Diocesan Guidelines: (from DOL web page) 

“Baptism  

The Baptism of infants and young children must not be celebrated during Mass at this 

time, nor are they to be celebrated communally, i.e., with several families at the same 

time.  

   

With the exception of maintaining physical distancing among family and friends, and the 

priest or deacon sanitizing his hands before and after the pouring of water and anointing, 

the sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in the usual manner according to the Rite of 

Baptism. The water in the font is to be replaced after each baptism.  

   

Priests and deacons are to wear masks for the celebration of baptism for the protection of 

the infants and children being baptized”. 

Baptism Preparation: 

Parents and families requesting baptism for their first child will need to complete the 

Matthew Kelly process “Starting Point” online preparation process. If families have started 

the “God’s Own Child” previous to COVID, Colleen will follow up to complete this via Zoom 

meetings.  

It is not mandatory for those families who have done preparation with older children to 

repeat a preparation process. However, the invitation for them to visit the Starting Point 

online prep and refresh is an option.  

It can be accessed here https://dynamiccatholic.com/starting-point Another good resource 

I use with our experienced families is the Strong Catholic Families Strong Catholic Family 

Faith Assessment Tool which invites parents to take some time to fill out a questionnaire 

together and visit the questions addressing – ‘how are we doing on our family faith 

journey?’  

Every effort to keep in touch with and communicate with families seeking baptism is done 

via email, phone and virtual meetings. As a follow up to this, each family will be asked to 

attend a zoom call during the week prior to baptism on Wednesday or Thursday. This will 

allow for the finalization of the process, answer questions and just get to know each other 

a bit better. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/starting-point


 
Baptisms Safety protocols:  
 

1. One family will be booked for celebration of baptism for each time slot. 
 

2. We will have two support people at each baptism to assist the presider and our 
guests with greeting, seating, set up, sanitization and general hosting. 
  

3. Parents are to supply me with a guest list with contact information (phone number). 
Guests must do the online self assessment for COVID prior to the baptism. It is 
available here  https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/ and must not have 
travelled in the past two weeks out of country. These steps are necessary for the 
safety of families, guests, hosts  and presiders.  
 

4. The number of guests (including the baptism family, godparents, presider and two 
hosts) must follow current guidelines; this is 30% of the capacity of church of 
celebration, (to a maximum of 50 people). These numbers vary with each of our five 
churches. Once you choose a church, we will give you the maximum number for your 
church of selection. In none of our buildings is it less than 25 people. 
  

5. The Baptism font and area as well as pews used will be sanitized before and after 
each celebration. (Sanitizing pews may be started while pictures are being taken if 
possible) 
 

6. Baptism families and guests are required wear a mask. Physical distancing between 
families/people of six feet must be maintained. Hosts will assist with seating to 
facilitate this. 

 
7. Presiders and hosts are required to wear masks. Wherever possible the presider will 

maintain six feet physical distancing during the baptism. 
 

8. Hand sanitizers will be available at door. One entrance will be used. 
 

9. Sanitizer will also be placed near the presider on the table where baptism essentials 
are placed. 

 
10. One washroom will be open. Hosts will direct those who need this to the correct 

washroom. 
 

11. Pictures will be allowed during the baptism and for a brief time after the baptism. 
Physical distancing must be maintained during pictures and masks are required at all 
times while in the building. This includes during the baptism and picture taking. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/


 
Celebration of the Sacrament: 
 

1. Water: We will not use the font in the normal way. A pitcher of water will be 
prepared in advance and set in the empty font. Over the font the presider will pour 
the blessed water from the pitcher. After the baptism the water poured is emptied 
into the sacrarium or the ground depending on the church celebrated in. The 
presider is not to use their hands for the water. 
 

2. Signing of the Cross on the forehead: The presider will sign the child without 
physically touching the child. The same will be asked of godparents and parents. 
 

3. Anointings with Oils: Before the celebration, a cotton ball will be lightly dipped into 
the Oil of Catechumens and another in the Oil of Chrism. They will be placed on a 
glass or silver tray I readiness. Two new cotton balls will be used for each baptism. A 
container will be provided for the disposal of the used cotton balls.  
 

4. Epatha Rite: The presider do this by bringing his thumb close to but not physically 
touch the child while saying the words of the rite. 
 

5. Candle: After the presider lights the baptismal candle, he will hand it off so as not 
to touch the hand of the person receiving it.  
 

6. Certificates and box for baptism candle will be in the parent’s pew. 
 
 

Thank you to everyone! We are very excited to finally be able to celebrate 
Baptism with all of you! 
 
We very much appreciate your cooperation with the above protocols and 
processes as we do our best to keep everyone safe and healthy during the 
Baptisms. 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 


