
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B       January 17, 2021 

 

The first reading from the first book of Samuel 3:3b-10 is about the call of Samuel. 

Samuel didn’t know that God was calling him until the old priest, Eli, directed him on 

how to answer – “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” The passage is the end of 

a longer story of Samuel’s conception, birth and dedication to service in the temple. Eli 

was old and almost blind. His sons, who were priests of the temple, had been unfaithful 

to God. Their time of service was coming to an end, so God called Samuel to begin a new 

era. 

 

The second reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 strongly 

condemns immoral sexual behaviour (call it fornication or adultery). To fornicate or to 

commit adultery is to sin against one’s body. Our bodies do not belong to us; they are 

‘properties’ of God. They are temples of the Holy Spirit who lives within us. The body is 

so sacred that God will raise it up as the body of Jesus was raised up. 

 

The gospel from John 1:35-42 is John’s account of the call of the first disciples of Jesus. 

While Jesus was passing-by, John the Baptist pointed him out to two of his disciples by 

saying: “Look, here is the Lamb of God” (John 1:36). The two disciples of John who 

heard this followed Jesus. Jesus turned and asked them what they were looking for. They 

asked Jesus where he was staying. Jesus invited them to come and see. They went and 

stayed with him the whole day. Convinced that they have seen the Messiah, one of them, 

Andrew, went and told his brother, Simon, and brought him to Jesus. 

 

The readings of today’s liturgy are so rich that one can develop several themes from 

them. I would like to limit myself to the common thread of call and response, including 

the assistance of a third human agent. There is a call that is divine, there is a response that 

is human and there is an assistance that is inevitable from a third person that throws light 

of direction that makes this call realisable. We can see this in the first reading: God calls, 

Samuel answers, but initially he did know what to do with the call until Eli gave 

direction. In the second reading: the Corinthians were called, they responded, but they 

misinterpreted the freedom that comes with following Christ as including sexual 

irresponsibility, but Paul steps in to give them direction. In the gospel, Jesus invited the 

two disciples of John the Baptist to come and see where he was staying, but they could 

not have done this without John pointing out Christ to them. Further, Andrew, having 

seen the Messiah goes to bring his brother Simon. 

 

The same God who got interested in a small boy, Samuel, and called him is equally 

calling us into a relationship with him in the normal circumstances of life we find 

ourselves. Like Samuel at the moment of his calling, we may not be important in the eyes 

of society, but we are important in the eyes of God. The same God who invited the 

disciples of John to come and see where he was staying is also forever passing by and 

inviting us to himself as well as asking us what we want in life. If we are eager to 

discover where God lives, he will open his life to us. God invites us daily to come to see 

him in the sick, the poor, the homeless, the hungry, the lonely, the elderly and those 

suffering from incurable diseases. 



God is calling us in different ways. In fact, there are many competing voices in our world 

today that we get so confused and do not know which one is genuine. We learn from the 

readings of today that a guide is always essential, so that we do not follow the wrong 

path. This is true for the young people as well as for the not so young of our world. Like 

the Corinthians, we sometimes crave for sexual gratification - something that is only 

allowed in marriage. We need guidance to overcome such moments, because it is a sign 

that we are drifting away from God. God likes to see us coming closer to him and 

bringing people closer to him, just as Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. 

 

To guide my reflections, I would like to ask the following questions: 

1. Do I recognise the divine voice that is calling me every day? 

2. Is my response to God’s call adequate? 

3. Do I believe that my body is the sacred temple of the Holy Spirit that should 

not be desecrated by immoral sexual behaviour? 

4. How many people have I helped to come closer to God? 

 

In addition to our intentions, let us thank God who has called us in Christ, to give us his 

grace to answer his call in a way that will be pleasing to him. We pray for those who are 

searching for meaning in life that they may get the guidance they need. Let us pray that 

each person will realise that the human body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and treat it 

accordingly. 

 


